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STATEMENT OF SENATOR STROM THURMOND ON SENATE FLOOR ON JULY 1, 1959. 
Mr. President: 
Yesterday our defense forces suffered a severe loss in the 
retirement of General Maxwell D. Taylor. Few, if any, have served 
i .n the Armed Forces with more distinction and with a more substantial 
record of service than has General Taylor. A reading of the details 
of his wartime service would lead one who was not acquainted with 
him to believe his exploits were fiction. The valor which he 
displayed will stand forever as an example to the members of the 
fighting forces of our country. 
General Taylor!s wartime service in two wars, however, is 
only a small part of the contribution he has made to our national 
defense. His vision and leadership demonstrated in position of 
high command, particularly as Chief of Staff of the Army, have 
contributed immeasurably to the strength and defense of both our 
Nation and to the entire free world. H~s service in peace, as 
well as in war, has been exemplary and in the highest traditions 
of a professional soldier . 
General Taylor is still a young man despite the fact that 
he has served almost forty-one years in uniform for his country . 
Although his services will no longer be in the official ranks 
of the Armed Services, I am sure that the benefits of his experience 
and knowledge will continue to accrue to the people of our country 
and the free nations of the world, regardless of the capacity 
in which he chooses to serve in his retirement. I wish to join 
with the many others who have expressed their deep gratitude for 
his services and their best wishes to him during his retirement. 
